SPIRITUAL WAR
SPIRITUAL WARFARE
'You shall be my witnesses.' (Acts 1:8) 

'Consider how to stir one another up to love and good works.' (Heb.10:24) Read Rev.12:7-12.

Stage one

SPIRITUAL WAR IN HEAVEN
1) We're not told in the Word of God when this war started, only that it did. Because of this we won’t get into discussions about it, because it's what followed afterward which concerns us. (Rev.12:7)
2) We're told that the great prince Michael led God's army in the war, defeated the Devil, and threw him and his followers down to earth. Don't get carried away with names and places here though, as our view of time and space doesn't necessarily fit into the spiritual realm. (Rev.l2:8-9)
3) This throwing down of Satan causes real trouble for those on earth. (Rev.12:12)
Stage Two
SPIRITUAL WAR CONTINUES ON EARTH

1) In fact the second stage of this great spiritual war takes place on earth, but for this we need to go back to the beginning.

2) In the beginning when God made man perfect, just like himself (Gen.1:26-27); he in fact made him to be his son. (Luke 3:38)
3) Then, because he made him to be his son, he gave him the right to choose which way to go.  He created a situation for the man to believe his Word, as he now does for us today. (Gen.2:16-17, Jh.3:16)
4) Now the Devil enters the picture and starts to create doubt in a very subtle way, saying, 'Did God say?' (Gen.3:1)
5) In answering the Devil, the woman changes and weakens the Word, corrupting it. (Gen.3:2-3) She quotes God as saying, 'You shall not eat of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, and neither shall you touch it, lest you die.' 

But God hadn't called it, in just a vague way, 'a tree in the middle of the garden', which could have been any old tree. No he'd been very specific, calling it by its proper name, “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.”  Neither had he said anything about touching it.  Nor had he merely suggested that they might die, but had clearly said, “in the day that you eat of it, YOU SHALL DIE.”  

It's so easy for us to rob ourselves of the power of God's Word by watering it down, changing it, adding to it or taking from it. (Deut.4:2, 12:32, Prov.30:6, 2Cor.4:2, Rev.22:18-19)

6) Now that the doubt had been sown by the Devil's word, and God's Word had been corrupted, it was very easy for the Devil to enlarge the lie, and in the process to accuse God himself of lying. (Gen.3:4-5)  Much later, in Rom.1:25, we see man following the Devil's lead, and doing the very same thing. We don't have to look very far for to see this hasn't changed today.
7) In Gen.3:6, we see how appearances can so easily lead us astray.  Relying on natural senses and instincts, and on their corrupt view of God's Word, rather than on the truth, simplicity and purity of that Word, they saw, very wrongly, that, firstly; the tree of knowledge of good and evil seemed good for food, secondly; it was good to look at, and thirdly; it was something wonderful which would make them very wise, like God. It should be very easy for us to identify ourselves in many similar situations in relation to the world and its claims about what is necessary for us to be fulfilled, productive people.
Please remember, everything which happened in Eden to the man and woman, happened because they swallowed the Devil's lie and rejected God's truth, instead of doing as Jeremiah did on finding that same Word, with very different results. (Jer.15:16)
But, remembering that our relationship with God's Word is not just a 'once upon a time' thing, but rather a matter of continuing in it daily (Jh.8:31-32), which example are you following?
8) Now the whole picture changes.  Man who was made in God's likeness, perfect in every way, and destined to be a child of the Most High God (Gen.1:31), is changed completely, and takes on the nature of God's enemy, the Devil, and the imagination of his heart became evil right from that point on. (Gen.8:21) 'The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked.' (Jer.17:9) We all once lived in the passions of our flesh, following the desires of body and mind, and so we were children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Eph.2:3) 'We know that we are of God and the whole world is in the power of the evil one.’ (1Jh.5:19)

9) The situation is hopeless for man. (Eph.2:12) The Devil appears to have won the war on earth, which he lost in heaven, and seems to have usurped God. (Is.14:12-14)
Stage Three

GOD ENTERS THE PICTURE, IN JESUS CHRIST
1) What the Devil did not, and could not, understand, was that everything which was happening was with God's fore-knowledge and was covered by his prearranged plan. (Col.1:26-27, Eph.1:4)
2) God's love for his created world was so great, it compelled him to send his only begotten Son to redeem it, to buy it back (Jh.3:16), to pay the price of a life which the Law required (Ezek.18:4), and which the Devil demanded. The Devil thought he was continuing to win this great spiritual war here on earth. What an awful shock it was for him to find Jesus alive again three days later.
Not only that, but the dawning realization that in the process, he, Jesus, by his death and resurrection, had broken forever the power of the Law, and the power which the Devil held through its penalty, in the lives of those who would believe God. (Col.2:13-15)  

The Devil's absolute power was broken in our lives, and everything reverted back to the situation in the Garden of Eden, except in reverse.  Instead of us being in the situation of the 'first Adam', who started from a position of perfection, and fell from it by believing the Devil's lie, we have now became like ‘the last Adam’ because we have truly believed what Jesus Christ did. (1Cor.15:45)  We have gone from a position of being God's enemies (Rom.5:10), to one of becoming his perfect sons. (2 Cor.3:18)
Prior to our putting our hope in God's action in Jesus Christ, which we did by his grace and favor alone, we were all in a position of being the Devil's pawns in this war. We were the victims and the prize, but now that we have been reborn of God's Seed (1Pet.l:23), and filled with the Spirit of his Son, we are compelled by love to throw ourselves wholeheartedly into this battle. What a privilege!!
3) After the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, our God could have wrapped up this war at any time. But his objective, in allowing it to continue, is to save, rescue and completely deliver all his people from the dominion of Satan. (Jh.6:37-39)  This of course is not just talking about the backslidden, but much more so about those who are now in the same position which we ourselves were once in. (Eph.2:1-3) The people whose names are written in the Lamb's book of life since before the foundation of the world (Rev.21:27, Eph.l:4), but who don't yet know of this fact. (Jude V.22-23)
We, of course, don't know which people still fall into the latter category, so we must go to the 'whole creation'. WE MUST REALISE THAT WHILE THIS GREAT WAR WAS STARTED BOTH IN HEAVEN AND ON EARTH BY THE DEVIL, AND MANY OF US CHRISTIANS THINK ONLY IN TERMS OF DEFENSE IN REGARD TO IT. IT IS VITAL FOR US THAT WE NOW CHANGE THAT VIEW, KNOWING IT IS HIGH TIME FOR US TO TAKE THE OFFENSIVE AND BECOME THE AGGRESSORS, DRIVING DEEP INTO ENEMY TERRITORY TO RELEASE THOSE WHOSE NAMES ARE IN THE BOOK OF LIFE, BUT WHO ARE STILL HELD CAPTIVE BY THE DEVIL, JUST AS WE OURSELVES ONCE WERE. (Mk.16:15, Luke 4:18-19 & 1Pet.2:21) REMEMBER, GOD KNOWS WHO ARE HIS. HE WILL LEAD US. (2Tim.2:19)
4) In all of this we must remember we are not fighting a worldly, natural war, though at times it will appear to spill over into the physical. (2Cor.10:3-5)
5) Our enemies are not people, no matter what we may FEEL at times. (Eph.6:12)
Stage Four

IDENTIFYING OUR REAL ENEMIES!
First, THE DEVIL:-
a) He attacks us physically, as he did Job (Job 2:1-8), and as he did Paul. (2Cor.12:7-9, 1Pet.5:8-9, Luke 13:11-16)
b) He attacks us through our emotions; fear being his favorite. But remember, the Word tells us 'WE HAVE NOT RECEIVED A SPIRIT OF FEAR BUT ONE OF POWER, LOVE AND SELF CONTROL.’ (2Tim.l:7) Because we have been given a SPIRIT OF SELF CONTROL, we can therefore take the control of our emotions out of the Devil's hands. We decide who and what controls us. Again, WE ARE NOT SLAVES TO FEAR BUT HAVE RECEIVED THE SPIRIT OF SONSHIP. (Rom 8:15)  Our past is gone. (Eph.2:1-7)
c) He attacks us mentally; the, 'I'm not able' or 'It's too hard' approach. I'm sure you know what I mean. But the Word tells us in 2Cor.l0:5 that we can destroy arguments and take every thought captive in order to obey Christ. We need to understand that the arguments which are being talked of here are not those between people primarily, but those which rage inside us between the spirit (the new nature) and the flesh, (the old nature) (Gal.5:17); between the truth of God and the lie of the Devil, Genesis chapters one, two and three all over again.
d) He attacks us through our desires, trying to change them into out of control lusts, focusing on self, just as he attempted to do with Jesus in the wilderness. (Matt.4:8-11 & Luke 4:9-13)
e) He attacks us spiritually, as he did Peter, to get us to deny knowing, or be ashamed of knowing, Jesus, the Word of God, particularly when we feel we might be faced with ridicule for his sake. (Luke 22:31-34 & 54-62, Mk.8:38, 2Tim.2:12, lChron.28:9) But remember, just as in Peter's case, Jesus is now praying that our faith will not fail.  He stands with us all the way saying, 'I will never fail you, nor forsake you.' (Heb.l3:5), so we can have the confidence of Heb.l3:6. (Titus 3:5)
f) He attacks us through his whispered accusations. This is possibly the most dangerous and least understood of all of the Devil's methods of attack. It's very like what's called 'fifth column', the enemy within the camp, the old flesh nature, which, if we’re not really listening to the Spirit, can be very hard to distinguish. To understand what we mean here it is necessary to remember, that in Jesus Christ we are seated in the heavenly, or spiritual, places (Eph.2:6), and so we can hear with our spiritual ears what is being said in that realm; the accusations of the Devil. (Rev.12:11, Job 1:6-11)
Take note of it in this light.  When you're together with other Christians, watch for the 'thoughts' which come; the not so nice thoughts about our brothers and sisters. Stupid things like, 'Why do they talk like that?', or 'Why do they dress like that?' or even, 'Why do they sit like that?’ It may be things such as, 'They don't like me', or, 'I don't like them.'
But when this happens, and happen it will, instead of trying to push the supposed 'thoughts' away, tell the Devil to go and leave you be. Tell him this on the authority of God’s Word, provided, of course, that you truly believe it. (Jas.4:7)  You'll find the 'thoughts' disappear like smoke, because you see, it wasn't your thoughts that you were hearing but the voice of Satan, or the voice of the old flesh nature.  Resist him and he will flee, resist it and it will be silent. Remember we are seated in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.
g) He attacks us through people.  We've all known the pain and anguish caused us by the words and actions of others, even if we're not very aware of doing the same things ourselves. (Rom.2:1)  Sadly, the greatest offenders in this area are those who should support us most. (Ps.41:9, Jh.13:18, 2Cor.11:12-15, Gal.1:8, Jh.7:1-5)
Now all this frantic activity by the Devil is meant to stop us encroaching on his domain to rescue sinners, so that they too may begin to praise and glorify our great God and Father. Be encouraged. The Devil can only go as far as our Father allows him to. (1Cor.10:13)
Second Enemy, THE WORLD

Because the Devil is:

a) The god of this world.  (2Cor.4:4)
b) The ruler of this world. (Eph.6:12) 

c) The controller of this world. (1Jh.5:19)

THEREFORE THE WORLD IS OUR ENEMY ALSO.
We're not talking here about the world created by God. To a degree we are talking about the physical, man-made world of cities and fast living, but most of all, we’re talking about the world system of spiritual darkness, caused by THE FALL, when man believed the Devil and rejected God's Word. 

This system is maintained by mankind's old sin nature, and ruled by the Devil, as we have already seen. (Eph.6:12, Luk.4:5-6)
Through every form of its media, the world promotes, plays on, stirs up and feeds every base human desire and emotion, right across the full spectrum. (Rom.12:2, 8:6)
In God's Word many of these are listed and contrasted to the fruit of the Holy Spirit. If we are spiritually awake, then we can clearly see that this dramatic contrast serves to highlight the very great difference between God's character and the Devil's. (Col.3:5-9 v Col.3:12-17 and then Gal.5:19-21 v Gal.5:22-24)
Third Enemy: THE FLESH
By 'the flesh' I mean the old sin nature we inherited through our natural parents, from the Devil, when the man and woman believed him, instead of God. (lPet.l:18)
a) This flesh always fights our new nature. (Gal 5:17)
b) Its fruits in our old lives were very obvious, and not just to us. (Gal.5:19-20)
c) Its rewards to us are a lot of things we could very well do without, to put it mildly. (Rom.8:5-8)
d) They are the prime cause, even now, of all the temptations we have to face day by day, and the prime cause of all the misery and suffering around us. So don't just blame the devil. (Jas.1:13-15)
e) It wages war against our souls or lives (lPet.2:11), and this war goes on within us.  And even though that old self was crucified with Christ, it will carry on and scream, all the way to the end.

Stage Five

BUT WHAT MUST WE DO AGAINST THESE THREE?
First, the Devil:
a) Put on the Lord's strength, by acting in faith on his Word. (Eph.6:10, Phil.4:13) Make his strength your strength. Don't let the Devil con you into believing that you can get stronger and better, and that he won't be able to affect you. That's a lie. The truth is we must learn to depend more and more on our God, and to draw continually on his strength. It's not a matter of praying, 'Lord make me better', but of having an attitude that says, 'Lord I can't do this thing myself, I need you to do it for me and through me.' Remember the words of Jesus, 'Without me you can do nothing.' (Jh.l5:5), and, ‘the Father who dwells in me does his works.’ (Jh.l4:10, Rom.7:18)

b) “Put on the whole armor of God.” We'll look at that in more depth later, by God's grace. (Eph 6:11-18)
c) Build yourselves up in your most holy (whole, complete) faith in God's Word, primarily by remembering, or reminding yourself, of his faithfulness to that Word, and then by sharing with others, and listening to them share, the fantastic grace and faithfulness of our God and Father in their lives. (Jude 20, Ps.103:1-5)
d) Maintain faith in God's Word at all times.  Remember his faithfulness and talk about it at all times, especially to yourself.  (Ps.42:5, 1Jh.5:4, & Heb.2:1)
e) Finally, RESIST, RESIST. (Jas.4:7, 1Jh.4:4)
Second, the World

a) Refuse to love the world, or the things of the world. Here we're talking about the quite legitimate things it has to offer. We're not talking about just HAVING them, but about LOVING them; about overly desiring them. Learn to hold your possessions very, very loosely. (1Jh.2:15-17) God may want them at any time. And they are his after all. (Ex.19:5)
b) Refuse the world's friendship. (1Jh.2:15-17)  It's so easy to get caught up in striving after man's approval of us, and his opinion of us. The only approval worth having is our God's. (Pro.18:24) The cost of the world's friendship, in spiritual terms, is far too high, making us God's enemy. (Jas.4:4)
c) Refuse to be preoccupied with the cares, pleasures and riches of life in this world. Including those connected with our natural families, our homes, our work, our business, our recreation etc. Again the cost is too high. (Matt.13:22, Luke 8:14, Matt.6:19-21)
d) Always remember, the world hates us, because it hated our Lord and Master, our Saviour and Friend, so how can we have any regard for it. (Jh.15:18-21 & 3:16-21)
Third, the Flesh
a) “Take every thought captive”, every thought, every desire, every hope, every dream, because they all begin in our minds. Take them captive and don't allow them free course in your mind, but rather bring all of them into subjection to the Word of God, Jesus Christ (2Cor.l0:5, Jh.1:1), Remember, there is no use hoping the flesh will submit, it will not, it must be forced into subjection by being continually denied any rights in us. (Rom.8:7)

b) Refuse to gratify the flesh or make any provision to cater to its passions and desires, which are hell bent on destroying our new nature. (lPet.2:11, Rom.13:14, Gal.5:16-17, Rom.8:5-6)
c) Sow to the Spirit, not to the flesh. (Gal.6:8-10 & Rom, 6:12-13) But how do we do this? Do we expect to just go up to people, like those at work, and start talking to them about Jesus? While this does happen from time to time, usually because someone else has done the hard work before us of preparing the ground and sowing the Good Seed, (Jh.4:37-38) nevertheless, most of the time, we must do the hard work ourselves.

So how do we prepare the ground for sowing? First, our lives must clearly show the fruits of what we want to say. The love of God for all mankind must be clearly seen in us. (Col.3:14)  His compassion, kindness, lowliness, meekness and patience must be worn like a garment, to be seen by all. (Col.3:12)  His joy and peace must radiate from us, especially in very hard and painful times, giving light and hope to all who are truly seeking. It's these things which man’s heart craves for. (Matt.5:14-16)  If you do this, then hungry hearts, which have no hope, will turn to you and ask, "How come you have this hope and I don't?" (1Pet.3:15)
d) Keep the flesh on the cross. It certainly was crucified with Christ by faith, when you believed (Gal.5:24), but now we must keep it there, by continually denying it any leeway in our lives. (Rom.6:12-14, Luke 9:23)  Give it an inch, and it will take a mile.
e) Occupy your mind with spiritual, heavenly things, not worldly things.  We should know that if we do this, all we need for life in this world WILL BE PROVIDED. (Col.3:1-3 & Rom.8:6, Matt.6:25-33)  Like everything else in the spiritual realm, this requires self-discipline, which is why we have been given a spirit of self-control. (2Tim.l:7)
f) Because of this we can 'put off the old' and 'put on the new' by the strength and might of the Spirit within us. (Eph.4:22-24, Col.3:5-17, Eph.3:20) But all of this will be of no lasting use in our lives unless we remember to be continually 'renewed in the spirit of our minds.' Continually taking every thought, desire and hope captive and making them come into line with the Word of God. (2Cor.l0:5)
g) We must 'fight the good fight' and 'run the race' set before us. We must fight and run as those who are to receive the crown of victory. (2Tim.4:7-8, 1Cor.9:24-27, Gal.5:7)
BUT HOW?
a) Its certainly not by our own strength or efforts. Jesus said, 'Without me you can do nothing.' (Jh.15:5)
b) It's only by his Spirit that we can succeed. (Rom.8:13, Phil.4:13, 2Cor.3:18, Zech.4:6, Eph.3:20)
WEAPONS
To win this war, we must be properly armed. “The weapons of our warfare are not of this world but have divine power to destroy strongholds.” (2Cor.lO:4)  These weapons are based on the equipment that the Roman soldier carried, and fall into two categories.
First, defensive:
a) The 'Helmet of salvation.' As we've said before, one of the most common ways for Satan to attack us is through our thoughts. At the risk of stating the obvious, our thoughts are in our heads, in our minds, and so we have this 'helmet of salvation', which is not just the belief that we are saved, but the certain knowledge of that fact. By having this fixed securely in our minds, we are protected from Devil inspired doubts. It does however take discipline and practice to keep that helmet securely in place. (Eph.6:17, Rom.8:1-4)
b) The 'Breastplate of righteousness’. The breastplate protects the heart and lung areas of the soldier, those vital areas where a wound is usually fatal. If the Devil can succeed in convincing us that we are somehow not righteous before God, he has us in deep trouble, and at best we will be unable to rescue sinners from their lost state. So we will be very ineffective soldiers and in grave danger of our lives, having lost faith in the work of Jesus Christ, thereby virtually denying him and his work on Calvary. (Eph.6:14, Gal.3:6, 2Tim.2:12)
c) The 'Loincloth of truth’. The loincloth was worn to support and protect the genital area, or the reproductive organs of the human body. In the same way, the truth of God's Word supports and protects our new spiritual reproductive abilities. If we move away from the truth, for whatever reason, we become spiritually sterile and lose the ability to have spiritual intercourse with God so as to bear spiritual children for him. (Eph.6:14, Jh.l4:6, 15:1-8, 8:31-36)
Second, offensive:
a) 'Feet shod with the equipment of the gospel of peace.' But how does the gospel of peace equip us for war?  It fills us with the one thing that the whole world craves, PEACE, PERFECT PEACE.  We can so easily lose our appreciation of this wonderful gift if we don't 'go into the entire world' as Jesus commanded us. When we experience again the awful turmoil and strife that fills so very many lives, we can surely appreciate more what our God has done for us.
It is easy to be confused as to why this peace is equated with boots or shoes, but the reason is very simple.  It is this peace with God, which gives us peace with ourselves, and with our brothers and sisters in Christ, and thereby makes it possible for us to WALK THROUGH THE ROCKY, HARD PLACES OF ABUSE AND RIDICULE; TO CLIMB THE MOUNTAINS OF DIFFICULTY AND HARDSHIP, WHICH WILL INVARIABLY COME OUR WAY AS WE GO THROUGH LIFE, BUT WHICH INCREASE ENORMOUSLY IN NUMBER AND FREQUENCY WHEN WE START TO STRIKE OUT INTO ENEMY TERRITORY. This peace, in the face of strife and disaster, is what is so beautiful in the eyes of those who don't have it. (Eph.6:15, Is.52:7)
b) Fellowship speaks for itself. Its vitalness is obvious. It's not good for man to be alone. (Gen.2:18) Two are better than one, and a threefold cord is not easily broken. (Ecc.4:9-12, Prov.27:17, Ex.17:8-12, Matt.18:19-20)
c) The 'Blood of the Lamb' is a weapon, the power and far reaching effects of which are not very often understood or appreciated. Yet it is an offensive weapon so powerful that the Devil cringes and flees at the mention of it by the saints. 

When we understand that we, as priests of the new covenant, have the right to sprinkle the blood of the lamb, by faith, and when we realise how much the Devil hates this, then we find we can send Satan fleeing from us, by calling it down on him through faith. (Rev.12:10-11, Ex.12:3-7&13, Jh.l:29, Rev.5:9-10) It reminds him so vividly of the utter defeat he suffered at Calvary.
This is also a very powerful defensive weapon, protecting us from the attacks of the Angel of Death. (Ex.12:13)
d) The 'Word of our testimony' is our witness to the power and might of God's salvation, when backed by the visible outworking of it in our lives. It is this, which gives hope to those who still sit in the darkness of spiritual ignorance and slavery, and which also overthrows the giants of fear and anxiety that confront so many today. (Rev.12:11, 1Sam.17:41-45, Dan.3:1-25)
e) The 'Sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God'; the Truth. Know it and use it fully. The enemy may argue with it, but persist as Jesus did, and you will conquer. (Eph.6:17, Heb.4:12, Matt.4:1-11, Ps.149:6)
f) 'Pray in the Spirit' at all times.  What can we say, if a soldier's lines of communication with his commander are broken, he's got real problems.  But, unlike human soldiers, we have direct, instant contact with our supreme commander at all times, day and night.  He never sleeps.  Everything we could ever need is ours for the asking, through Jesus Christ. He even reminds us to call on him. (Eph.6:18, 1Thes.5:17, Jude V20, Rom.8:26)
Don't be so foolish as to neglect this. If you do, you will suffer spiritually for it and the Devil will have a field day in your life. 'Pray in the Spirit at all times' means simply, being in ‘a spirit of prayer always’, remembering that without Jesus we can do absolutely nothing good.
g) 'The name of the Lord'.  'Those who call upon the name of the Lord will be saved.'(Acts 2:21) Learn to call out to him first up, not as a last resort when everything else fails. Don't insult him like that. Use his name with confidence. (Mk.16:17, Prov.18:10, Ps.34:6)
h) 'Praise', which is talking with people about all that our Father has done for us. When we remember what he has done for us in the past, this gives us supreme confidence in him for the present, and the future. (2Chron.20:22 (Read V1-22), Ps.149:6)
i) The 'Shield of faith; without faith it is impossible to please God. (Heb.ll:6) With it however, we can quench all the fiery darts of fear and doubt which the Devil fires at us. (Eph.6:16)  Of course, it's not just our faith, our ability to believe, as God gives that to us abundantly in the first place, inspiring it in us. (Heb.l2:2)  Really it is about our God’s faithfulness to us through his Word, Jesus Christ. Ps.91:4 tells us 'his faithfulness is a shield and buckler' to us, a buckler being the small round shield used in hand to hand combat. In enemy territory we will always need to remember our God's faithfulness.
FINALLY - BE CLEAN
Remember nothing unclean will enter God's presence. (Eph.5:5, Rev.21:8, 2 Tim.2:21, 1Jh.1:7-9, Rev.1:5, 1Pet.1:18-19, Eph.5:25-26, Jh.l5:3, Ezek.21:24)
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